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PEOPLE

BOARDS & COMMISSIONS 
Illinois now has the highest 
number of out LGBTQ+ people 
serving on State Boards and 
Commissions in the state’s 
history. See Governor  
J.B. Pritzker’s 2022 Boards and 
Commissions Appointment 
Demographics Report. 

HUGE thank you to Emma Vosicky, EI’s 
Boards and Commissions project manager. 
Over 70 out-LGBTQ+ people sit on Illinois 
Boards and Commissions. This is up from 
fewer than 5 out appointees when Emma 
started. Under her leadership of our Board 
and commissions initiative, in short time, we 
have been able to produce a 15x increase in 
the number of out queer appointees to these 
critical leadership roles.

Queer people are showing up loud-and-proud to serve as  
co-equal members of our state’s leadership and bringing our 
lived experiences to make the lives of all Illinoisans better.

Emma Vosicky, EI’s 
Boards & Commissions 
project manager

ELECTIONS
 
For the June 2022 
primary election:

Endorsed

Including

of which

of which

95
13

84
7

TOTAL 
CANDIDATES

LGBTQ+ 
CANDIDATES

ADVANCED TO THE  
2022 GENERAL ELECTION

ADVANCED TO THE  
2022 GENERAL ELECTION
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https://www2.illinois.gov/sites/bac/Documents/2022-board-and-commission-act-report-10-01-2022.pdf?emci=83592598-3d43-ed11-b495-002248258d38&emdi=ea000000-0000-0000-0000-000000000001&ceid=%7B%7BContactsEmailID%7D%7D
https://www2.illinois.gov/sites/bac/Documents/2022-board-and-commission-act-report-10-01-2022.pdf?emci=83592598-3d43-ed11-b495-002248258d38&emdi=ea000000-0000-0000-0000-000000000001&ceid=%7B%7BContactsEmailID%7D%7D
https://www2.illinois.gov/sites/bac/Documents/2022-board-and-commission-act-report-10-01-2022.pdf?emci=83592598-3d43-ed11-b495-002248258d38&emdi=ea000000-0000-0000-0000-000000000001&ceid=%7B%7BContactsEmailID%7D%7D


193 242

23,627 10X

PEOPLE
attended Spring LGBTQ+ 

town halls across the state

PEOPLE
took action with us during 

LGBTQ+ advocacy day

PEOPLE
took action with us in FY22

Our Statewide Network Partner 
organizations reach LGBTQ+ 
Illinoisans across the state,  
from Carbondale, to Peoria,  
to Bloomington-Normal, to  
the far West Suburbs, and  
the City of Chicago.

POWER

THE NUMBER OF PEOPLE  
who took action with  

us 6 years ago

that’s 
more than
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DISRUPTING DISPARITIES FOR LGBTQ+ OLDER  
ADULTS AND OLDER ADULTS LIVING WITH HIV  
(Public Act 102-0885)
LGBTQ+ people and people living with HIV face unique challenges as 
they age because of stigma and a lack of affirming services. Equality 
Illinois advocated with State Sen. Karina Villa, State Rep. Lakesia 
Collins, AARP of Illinois, AIDS Foundation Chicago, Center on Halsted, 
Equality Illinois, Howard Brown Health, Pride Action Tank, and SAGE 
for legislation to create the Commission on LGBTQ+ Aging, establish 
an LGBTQ+ Older Adult Advocate at the Illinois Department on Aging, 
and require providers that are funded by or contract with the 
Department to complete LGBTQ+ older adult awareness and 
competency training.

INCREASING ACCESS TO PREP AND PEP THROUGH 
COMMUNITY PHARMACIES (Public Act 102-1051)
Ending the HIV epidemic in Illinois means maximizing the use of all 
prevention strategies in the state’s toolbox. This initiative expands 
access to HIV prevention drugs through community pharmacies 
across the state. This initiative is the work of a coalition with AIDS 
Foundation Chicago, Illinois Pharmacists Association, Howard Brown 
Health, Equality Illinois, the Illinois Retail Merchants Association and 
other stakeholders.

POLICY
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EQUALITY ILLINOIS & EQUALITY ILLINOIS INSTITUTE  
COMBINED FINANCIALS FY 2022	
REVENUES*	
Individual Giving	  $	 223,578
Corporate	  $	 103,641
Foundations	  $	 318,000 
Gala (Net)	  $	 435,082 
Other Fundraising Events (Net)	  $	 (880)
Other Revenues	  $	 15,010 
TOTAL	  $	 1,094,431 

	

EXPENSES	
Salaries, Benefits, & Contractors	 $	 755,547 
Occupancy	 $	 40,107
General Expenses	 $	 123,609 
Program Event Expenses	 $	 12,448 
Grants to Others	 $	 31,170 
Lobbying	 $	 29,403 
Miscellaneous	 $	 25,797 
TOTAL	 $	 1,018,081

Net Income	 $	 76,350

*Includes only Revenues intended by donor to be spent this fiscal year

FINANCIALS
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CORPORATIONS AND FOUNDATIONS (Current as of 6/30/2022) Includes event sponsors

$100,000+
Abe and Ida Cooper Foundation
Amazon

$50,000 – $99,000
Alphawood Foundation
Tawani Foundation
Molson Coors Beverage Company
Joyce Foundation

$25,000 – $49,999
Breakthru Beverage
GCM Grosvenor

$10,000 – $24,999
Shure Charitable Trust
BMO Harris Bank
Cozen O’Connor
Verizon
Wintrust
Pride in the Park
Ulta Beauty

Blue Cross Blue Shield
Morgan Stanley
Seyfarth & Shaw LLP
McDermott Will & Emery, LLP
WCCC Homewood
United Airlines
AT&T
Chapman & Cutler, LLP
Hinshaw & Culbertson
Kirkland & Ellis LLP
Neal, Gerber & Eisenberg LLP
OCC
Pride Candle Company
Slalom
Stericycle
The Lehman-Stamm Family Fund
U.S. Bank

$5,000 – $9,999
Howard Brown Health Center
Baker & McKenzie LLP

Chicago Beverage Systems, L.L.C.
Fifth Third Bank
Advocate Aurora Health
Chicago Federation of Labor
Doordash
Great Lakes Coca-Cola
III FFC
Maven Wave
Mayer Brown LLP
Schiff Hardin LLP
The Trade Desk
Walgreens
Winston & Strawn LLP
Guaranteed Rate, Inc.
CN
Exelon Corporation
Jenner & Block LLP
McAndrews Held & Malloy Ltd.
Saul Ewing Arnstein & Lehr LLP
Sidley Austin LLP

OUR DONORS
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CAPITOL CLUB MEMBERS (Current as of 6/30/2022)
$10,000+
Grant Gochnauer
State Senator Heather Steans &  

Leo Smith

$5,000 – $9,999
Stephen & Mary Jo Herseth
Terry Howerton & Richard Aleong
Art Johnston & Pepe Pena
Stephanie Morimoto & Matt King
Heather Wier Vaught

$2,400 – $4,999
Chris & Derek Bagley
Philip Burgess & James Nutter
Evette Cardona and Mona Noriega
The Very Rev M.E. & Mrs. Katie Eccles
Iris and Nicole Farley
Nick Graff & Dan Wessels
Jeremy Krifka
Tim O’Keefe-Navar
Robert Ruggero
Butch Trusty

$1,200 – $2,399
Betty Alzamora
Julie Anderton
John Becvar
Elizabeth A. Buchanan
Becky Carroll
Chanel Coney
Raymond Crossman & Ted Barzev
David Cummings
Anthony D’Amato & James V. LoBianco
Justin DeJong
Kerry DeMatteis & Chuck Blasgen
Patrick & Becca DePoy
Edward Diffin & Jeff Savage-Diffin
Margaret & Don Donahue
Eileen Dordek & Chris Landgraff
Olin Eargle
Alexandra Eidenberg

Keith E. Ellis & Todd A. Gagliano
Kelly Emery
Toby Eveland & Brian C. Johnson
Matthew Feldhaus
Sara & Scott Fisher
Danielle Fittanto
Adam Flores
Rev. Marcus Fogliano
Greg & Mark Fosheim
Timothy Fox
Daniel and Jacqueline Frett
Nick Furtwengler
German Gonzalez
Joe Goodwin & Michael Pellecchia
Andrew Gordon
Jen & John Grosshandler
Jesse Guth
Jeff Hamm & Brian Elmore
Matthew Harvat and Edwin Martinez
Kevin Hauswirth
Liam Hendriks
Russell Hoffman
Robert Horton & James Perry
Tyler Hough
Jin-Soo Huh
Kevin Jackson & David Purpura
Oren Jacobson
Mike & Dianne Johnson
Charlie Jungwirth
Sarah Kammerer and Adam Hitchcock
Jennifer Karrson
Kevin Keado
Timothy Knudsen
Andrew Kominik
Stephen Komonytsky & Nathan Lagacy
Will Lanehart
Larry Larson
Sean Lewis
Stephen Lewis
Mark Liberson and Rodney Becker
Nicole Livsey

Mark Massullo
Anita Mauro
Kevin McGirr
Kenneth Meyer
Andrew Miller
Sahand Mirzahossein
Kino Mostany
Jonathan Motto & Kyle Barrett Smith
Dee Muran-de Assereto
Eric Navar
Robert Neubert
Ron Nunziato & Neil Leahy
Eddy Ocampo
Joe Olszewski & John Litchfield
John Parro & Jerry Teske
Roman Patzner
Tobias Philp
Mary Pierson
Matthew Pruyn
Alan & Irene Redman
Christopher Reel
Kyle & Rachel Rettberg
Norman Sandfield
John Schofield
Joshua Schwartz
Eric Seelbach
Jenna Severson
Karen Sheley and Josie Raimond
Thomas Sinkovic
Jonathan T. Swain
Lon Troyer
Butch Trusty
Matthew D. Tully
Megan Von Borstel
Michael Weaver & Paul Ruffino
Jeffrey Weissglass & Jeanne Affelder
John Whitehurst & Whitney Allen
Alan B. Wilson
Darrell Windle & David Samber
Jerald Wray and Dirk Mol
Caitlin & Michael Zulla

OUR DONORS (continued)
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EQUALITY ILL INOIS STAFF
Brian C. Johnson
Chief Executive Officer

Michael Ziri
Director of Public Policy

Mony Ruiz-Velasco
Deputy Director 

Myles Brady Davis
Director of Communications 

Ardena Hoffman
Director of Operations
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Zahara Bassett
CEO/Executive Director,  
Life is Work
Board Member, Equality Illinois
Board Member, Equality Illinois 
Institute

Paul DeSousa
Vice President, People 
Strategy and Learning,  
Ulta Beauty
Board Member, Equality Illinois
Board Member, Equality Illinois 
Institute

Toi Hutchinson
President & CEO,  
Marijuana Policy Project
Board Member, Equality Illinois
Board Member, Equality Illinois 
Institute

Tim O’Keefe-Navar
Founder,  
Pride Candle Company
Board Member, Equality Illinois
Board Member, Equality Illinois 
Institute

Luis Roman
Program Officer, JB and MK 
Pritzker Family Foundation
Board Member, Equality Illinois 
Institute

Liz Stovall
Senior Consultant, Slalom
Board Vice Chair, Equality 
Illinois

Becky Carroll
Founder and CEO, 
C-Strategies
Board Member, Equality Illinois
Board Member, Equality Illinois 
Institute 

Ed Diffin
Counsel, State Farm
Board Member, Equality Illinois
Board Member, Equality Illinois 
Institute 

Brian C. Johnson
CEO, Equality Illinois
Board Member, Equality Illinois
Board Member, Equality Illinois 
Institute
Board Secretary, EI and EII 
(ex-officio, non-voting)

Reyna Ortiz
Program Director,  
Taskforce Prevention & 
Community Services
Board Member, Equality Illinois
Board Member, Equality Illinois 
Institute 

Karen Sheley
Deputy General Counsel,
Office of the Governor
Board Member, Equality Illinois 
Institute 

Butch Trusty
Principal,  
The Bridgespan Group
Board Member, Equality Illinois 
Chair, Equality Illinois Institute

Justin DeJong
Vice President, Enterprise 
Communications, American 
Medical Association
Board Chair, Equality Illinois
Board Member, Equality Illinois 
Institute

Kelly Emery
Chief Operating Officer, 
Financial Health Network
Board Member, Equality Illinois
Board Member, Equality Illinois 
Institute
Board Treasurer, EI and EII

Michael Meadows
Managing Director,  
People and Culture, 
MacArthur Foundation
Board Member, Equality Illinois
Board Member, Equality Illinois 
Institute

Channyn Lynne Parker
Director of Strategic 
Partnerships, Howard 
Brown Health
Board Member, Equality Illinois
Board Member, Equality Illinois 
Institute

Heather Steans
Chair, Steans  
Family Foundation
Board Member, Equality Illinois
Board Member, Equality Illinois 
Institute

BOARDS OF DIRECTORS
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